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necessary to administer all this territory when they did not have
enough people to take care of their holdings in America? And
so New Holland went the way of the New Netherlands and
Brazil and numerous other settlements in every nook and corner
of the Seven Seas.

The Dutch Republic, during the first half-century of its in-
dependent existence, had over-expanded its holdings at a reck-
less speed. The time had come to do a little consolidating, and
word was sent to Batavia to stop wasting money on further
explorations.

We of the present generation arc apt to hlamc the directors
of the Dutch East India Company for their short-sightedness,
but in this, I fear, we are not quite fair. Those solemn-faced
gentlemen who frown down upon us from the canvases of the
great masters of the seventeenth century did what they con-
sidered best for the interests of their shareholders, which,
like all good business-men, they identified with the public
interest

They were realists who rarely indulged in vague day-dreams.
They very clearly realized just how far they could go, and at that
point they stopped. As a result they have bestowed upon their
descendants a closely knit, well-organized colonial empire which
can be handled with comparative ease, and which therefore may
outlast a great many other ventures of a similar nature, but
which were conceived upon a much more ambitious scale.

And surely we should give full credit to Anthonie van Dicmen
and his faithful subordinate Tasman at the head of this mission.
It seems rather a pity that neither van Dicmen nor Tasman ever
received any particular rewards for dick labours, but that is an
old complaint within the realm of pioneering, and it will prob-
ably remain so until the end of time.

As for Tasman*s final journey, I will now give it to you in
a brief outline. This time he found Australia, and followed the
northern coast until he reached Torres Strait That strait had